Alachua County Water Quality Code
Chapter 77 (Ordinance 02-27)
prohibits non-storm water discharges into
storm water management systems,
which includes most roads.

The Storm Drain System

was built to collect and transport rain to
prevent flooding in urban areas. In most areas,
anything that flows or is discharged into the
storm drain system goes directly into local
creeks without any treatment.

Pressure washing uses mechanical equipment
to create a high pressure stream of water,
typically ejected from a hand-held wand or
nozzle. This jet of water is used for cleaning a
wide variety of surfaces and objects.

Pressure washing can pollute our water.

Sediment makes water cloudy and
hinders aquatic plant growth and can
clog fish gills.

High nutrient levels occur in waterways from
inputs of pet waste, fertilizer, and soaps (even
biodegradable ones). This can trigger algae
blooms, creating deadly low-oxygen
conditions for fish and other aquatic life.

Household hazardous wastes, like
pesticides, paints, solvents, and auto
fluids can poison aquatic life.

Disposal Requirements and Options

continued
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HAZARDOUS WASTE: Beware of pressure
washing surfaces that contain lead-based paint, or
areas with freestanding liquids (e.g. oil, solvents,
antifreeze, etc.). Pressure washing these types of
surfaces may generate hazardous waste.

Generating hazardous waste will increase
your operating costs and limit your disposal
options. For information on hazardous waste
determination, request copies of the
Material Safety Data Sheet for cleaners used.
You may also call the Alachua County
Environmental Protection Department

(352) 264-6800 with questions or the
Household Hazardous Waste Center
(352)334-0440 for disposal procedures.

Learn more about our water resources at:

Alachua County Environmental Protection Department
www.AlachuaCountyWater.org

Gainesville Clean Water Partnership
www.GainesvilleCreeks.org

Alachua County,
Florida

CITY OF

GAINE)VILLE

every path starts with passion
FLORIDA

Pressure Washing

In this guide:

» Requirements for the disposal of waste and
wastewater generated by the use of pressure
washing equipment.

» How to implement Best Management
Practices (BMPs) to comply with the Alachua
County Water Quality Code and prevent water
pollution in Alachua County.

The regulations and BMPs in this guide

apply to anyone who generates wastewater
from pressure washing, including:

« Contractors that provide a pressure washing
service to others

« Businesses that use pressure washing
equipment as part of their operations or
maintenance (such as cleaning heavy
equipment)

« Homeowners
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