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Use this guide 
to minimize 
your impacts. 

SiliORMDRAINS 
Stormdrains prevent flooding. Pollutants from 
yards and streets like pet waste, fertilizer, 
~esticide, oil, grass clippings, leaves, and trasli 
are carried 1:>y stormwater into our natural areas 
wliere tliey can liarm fish and other wildlife. • 

Many local creeks drain to sinkholes where 
stormwater enters the underlying aquifer. The 
aquifer is our water source and also feeds 
Florida's treasured springs. 

ONL~ ffl THE 
RAIN" DRAIN 

Call the Clean Creeks Hotline to report illegal 
dumping, grass clippings, color changes, and 
digging in creeks. You can also download 
Alachua County Connects or 311 GNV apps. 
These apps are connected 
and allow citizens to report 

a myriad of issues • • ~~

RESOURCES 

Alachua County 
Environmental Protection Department 

MyYardOurWater.org 

Gainesville Clean Water Partnership 

GainesvilleCreeks.org 

Alachua County 
Hazardous Waste Collection Center 

AlachuaCountyHazWaste.org 

Florida Yards and Neighbors 

FloridaYards.org 

IFAS Extension 

ifas.ufl.edu 

City of 

Gainesville   
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http:ifas.ufl.edu
http:FloridaYards.org
http:AlachuaCountyHazWaste.org
http:GainesvilleCreeks.org
http:MyYardOurWater.org


•tJ~i•l-M-1~1~[<~ 
By following these tips, you can maintain a 
beautiful yard that saves time, energy, and 
money while protecting local water quality. 

• Select native and Florida Friendly drought 
tolerant species. 

• Group plants with similar water needs and 
mulch planted beds (NO Cypress mulch). 

• Install and maintain rainfall shut off devices 
for automatic sprinkler systems (It's the Law!). 

• Only water when plants show signs of stress 
(folded leaf blades, footprints remain visible 
in grass). 

• Eliminate the use of fertilizers, pesticides, and 
herbicides in your yard. 

• Fertilizing is only permitted March thru June. 
Nitrogen must be in at least a 50% slow 
release form. Phosphorus may only be used if 
a soil or tissue test confirms it is needed. 

• Blow grass clippings back into your yard. It is 
illegal to direct any yard waste into the street 
or directly into stormdrains. 

• Verify pool plumbing is not connected to the 
stormdrain system. It is illegal to drain 
chlorinated pool water into the street, 
stormdrain, creek, or other water body. 

• Drain your pool to a grassy area, after one 
week of no chemical additions. 

•~=il!.•Miia 
• Pet waste can spread disease and pollute our 

waterways with bacteria. Clean up after your 
pet at home and in the community. 

KITCHEN GREASE 

VEHICLE AND GARAGE 
• Use a commercial car wash or wash your car in a 

grassy area to allow soapy water to filter 
through soil . Biodegradable soap is best. 

• Check your car, boat, motorcycle, and other 
machinery for leaks and make repairs ASAP. 

• Clean up spilled fluids with kitty litter and 
dispose of it at the HWCC. 

• Recycle used oils and automotive fluids at 
participating stations or at the HWCC. 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
• Have your system evaluated by a professional 

every 3-5 years and pumped as recommended. 

• Septic systems do not remove nitrogen. Upgrade 
to an advanced system that removes nutrients. 

• Avoid bleach and harsh agents, and bring 
household chemicals to the HWCC. 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Alachua_Brochure_Homeowners_V9.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 26


		Failed: 2





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


