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Santa Fe River 

Rou 

04/12/10
 

 

 

Project Score:   6.60 of 10.00 

Size: 57 acres 

Parcel Number: 01449-002-000 

S-T-R:  5-8S-17E 

Buildings: 1 pole barn, 1 small shed 

Just Value: $114,000 $2,000/acre 

Total: 

Just+bld+misc 

 

$114,600 

 

$2,011/acre 

Asking Price: $686,900 $12,051/acre 

 

 

 

 

Natural Communities Condition 

Blackwater/spring-fed river Excellent 

Floodplain swamp Excellent 

Bottomland Forest Excellent 

Upland mixed forest Fair to Good 

Sinkhole pond Good 

Sinkhole Poor 

Other:  Improved pasture, old field pine 

plantation 

Archaeological Sites None within parcel 

5 sites  within 0.5 mile 

 

REPA Score:    8.96 of 9.44 Santa Fe River Project 

Outstanding Florida Water: Santa Fe River System 

 

Overall Description:  

 The Rou parcel is 57 acres of land located in northwest Alachua County on the Santa Fe 

River.  The property is approximately one-quarter mile east of Poe Springs County Park. 

Acquisition of this property would increase public conservation lands within the Santa Fe River 

corridor.  

Approximately 38 acres of the Rou property is in some state of improved agricultural use.  

The majority of the property consists of improved pasture which is managed for hay production.  

Two stands of planted sand pine exist on the property, one in the pasture and one north of the 

pasture.  A small cleared area—probably a former row crop site—overlaps the eastern property 

boundary.  Numerous active gopher tortoise burrows occur within the pasture, the planted pine 

stands, and the cleared area.  Naturally forested areas of the property are located north of the 

planted pines and west of the cleared area, and consist of upland mixed forest grading into 

bottomland forest, floodplain swamp, and terminating at the Santa Fe River. The quality of the 

forest improves greatly downslope toward the river.  Notable plant species observed during the 

site visit on April 5 include longleaf pine, Adam’s needle, Florida maple, pignut hickory, 

flowering dogwood, parsley haw, red buckeye, hophornbeam, blue beech, basswood, swamp 

dogwood, and a Bumelia and Matelea not identified to species. At least three sink features occur 

on the property, one of which is a dry sinkhole in the pasture.  A steep bluff is located on the 

edge of the floodplain swamp, and many limestone outcrops are visible along and on both sides 

of this feature.  The sinkhole closest to the river currently contains water, and appears to become 

connected to the river when it floods.   

Non-native plant species on the property include cultivated pasture grasses, primarily 

bahia.  In addition, two stands of sand pine are planted on the property, ornamental holly trees 

are planted in an isolated patch in the pasture, and a few mimosa trees were observed on the 

southern boundary of the property adjacent to County Road 340.  One sinkhole pond is heavily 

infested with water lettuce.  
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The site has high recreation potential given its proximity to the Santa Fe River and 

adjacent public road access.  

Alachua County land use and zoning designations for the Rou parcel are 

Rural/Agriculture and Agricultural, respectively.  Gross density allowed in these classifications 

is one dwelling unit per five acres (1 unit/5 acres).  The property is bordered on the north by the 

Santa Fe River. 

 

The following resources are present. 

 

100-year Floodplain:                             --           2.9 acres (5%) 

Surface Waters / Wetlands:           --           1.5 acres (2.6%) 

Surface Waters / Wetlands Buffers:        --           2.7 acres (4.7%) 

Significant Geologic Features (incl. buffers)  --    2.8 acres (5%) 

Significant Habitat (potentially)              --    8.3 acres (14.6%) 

 

The potential 8.3 acres of Significant Habitat would include all surface waters/wetlands, 

surface waters/wetlands buffers, 100-year floodplains, the two northernmost significant geologic 

features and their buffers, and some additional forested upland area at the north end of the 

property.  However, all development requires a minimum of 20% open space.  Therefore, at least 

11.4 acres would be set aside as common open space. 

Current access is via approximately 1,180 feet of frontage along CR 340, a paved, 

county-maintained, public road.   

Low End Development Scenario:  Development potential at one unit per five acres is 11 

lots.  All lots would be located outside of 11.4 acres of common open space (including 

conservation features).  Minimum lot size for each of the 11 lots would be three acres. 

High End Development Scenario:  A Rural/Agriculture Clustered Subdivision could be 

developed, consistent with provisions of ULDC Sec. 407.77-407.78.  Rural/Agriculture 

Clustered Subdivisions are required to have at least 50% preserved common open space.   

Density is transferred from common open space at the rate of the underlying land use.  Two 

bonus units are awarded for clustering, plus one bonus unit per 10 acres of conservation area 

preserved, plus one bonus unit per 20 acres of non-conservation open space preserved.  Hence, 

such development could consist of 15 lots located on 28.5 acres    Minimum lot size for each of 

the 15 lots would be one acre. 

This development analysis is based on a limited desk-top review and is founded upon 

current Land Development Regulations and Comprehensive Plan policies.  Scenarios may be 

oversimplified, and are meant only to convey a general sense of the range of development 

intensities that would be possible. 
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