
Santa Fe River 
Pauly (Pakula) 
1/14/04, 2/19/04 

 
Inspection Date:   January 14, 2004 
Parcel Numbers:   05360-000-000  
Size:   24.91 
Buildings:  0 
Score:   7.38 of 10.00 
 
Overall Description: 

The 25 acre Pauly property lies within the Santa Fe River Alachua County Forever (ACF) 
Project (see maps). The Pauly property is located off of CR 1493 just east of LaCrosse in the 
central part of the county.  It is currently being evaluated as part of an over two mile long stretch 
of river front property composed of several ownerships. 

 The Santa Fe River project scored 8.96 of 9.44 on the Rapid Ecological Project 
Assessment (REPA), and is the highest scoring project to date.  The Pauly property is within the 
number one ranked Santa Fe River project of the Alachua County Ecological Inventory Project 
(KBN Study).   It is also on the Suwannee River Water Management District’s 5 year Florida 
Forever Plan. 
 The Pauly property is bordered by the Santa Fe River on both its northern and eastern 
boundaries. The natural communities are in good condition with moderate to high species 
diversity, however fire exclusion has changed what appears to be have been a mesic flatwoods 
community to one that is now dominated by an oak overstory.  The property provides good 
wildlife habitat; it contains good cover and food availability and is contiguous to other natural 
areas.  The landowner is interested in a fee simple sale of the property.   
 
Natural Communities: 
Major River   Excellent 
Blackwater Stream  Excellent 
Mesic Flatwoods  Good 
Scrubby Flatwoods  Good 
Floodplain Forest  Good 
Floodplain Swamp  Good 
 
Key Species: 

Listed species observed on the site include wild pink azalea, cinnamon fern, and royal 
fern.  Species that are commonly found along the Santa Fe River but rarely elsewhere in the 
county include river birch and sebastian bush.  No listed wildlife species were observed, however 
the site has good potential for listed wildlife species; the Regional Biodiversity Hotspots data 
showed the Pauly property with 5-6 focal species and the habitat was suitable for several listed 
species according to the FFWCC species models. Use of the site by deer was evident by 
numerous tracks throughout the property. 
 
Key Features: 

The property has approximately half a mile of vegetated Santa Fe River shoreline and its 
associated forest.  Preservation of the site and associated forest would protect the river from 
erosion, improve the quality of water entering the Santa Fe River, provide water storage and 
flood control for the area and provide wildlife habitat. 
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Much of the property appears to have been mesic flatwoods natural community.  The 
understory species and the soils are indicative of this.  These species include saw palmetto, 
gallberry, wax myrtle, fetterbush, staggerbush and blackberry.  However fire exclusion and 
probable logging activities have changed the overstory composition so that they are now 
dominated by water oak and laurel oak with only scattered slash pine and no groundcover.  Close 
to the river a natural levee of higher elevation supports more xeric species including sand live 
oak, rusty lyonia, deer moss and a more diverse groundcover layer. 

The forested wetlands are in good condition.  Floodplain swamp occurs in areas on the 
shallow banks of the river and its associated floodplain areas. This area has little groundcover; 
the overstory species include river birch, cypress, tupelo, maple, and diamond leaf oak.  On the 
western portion of the property is an area of high quality floodplain forest with species such as 
swamp laurel oak, sweetgum, river birch, sweet bay, musclewood, fetterbush, sugarberry, netted 
chain fern, wild pink azalea, titi, and bluestem palmetto.  

Although no invasive plants were observed during the site visit, light infestations of 
Japanese climbing fern occur throughout the river corridor and are likely to occur on the Pauly 
property. 
 
Management: 

Necessary management activities include invasive plant control as needed and prescribed 
fire in the mesic flatwoods.  The site is regenerating primarily with hardwood species.  
Prescribed fire may be enough to thin out some of the hardwoods and promote pine regeneration. 
Even with prescribed fire, the property will likely succeed into a good quality hardwood forest. 
 
Recreation: 

The property is appropriate for low impact nature based recreation, i.e., nature study and 
hiking trails.   
 
Parcel Data: 
Parcel    Acres  Owner    ACPA Land Value 
05360-000-000 24.91  Pauly   $24,100 
 

The total 2003 Alachua County Property Appraisers (ACPA) just or land value for the 
subject property is $24,100 or $967.48 per acre. The property is currently for sale through a local 
realtor.  They are asking for $300,900 for 102 acres, which includes approximately 77 acres 
across the river in Bradford County.  Assuming the land value is equal in both counties, this 
value amounts to approximately $2,950 per acre. There are no permanent buildings on the 
property.  The future land use and zoning are both agriculture. Due to the location of the property 
within the 100 year floodplain there is limited development potential.  However the 
environmental values could be diminished through agricultural pursuits such as silviculture or 
farming. 

 Access to the property is via acquisition/conservation easement of either the Shepherd 
and Walls property to the west or Mims to the south.   

 
Other: 
There were no Florida Division of Historical Resources Master Site File listings for the subject 
property.  
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