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Lochloosa Forest – Levy Prairie Connector 
Lawyer 
5/15/06 

 
Inspection Date: February 16, 2006 
Parcel Number: 18354-037-006 
S-T-R: 35-11-21 
Size: 11.1 acres 
Buildings:  1 
Just Value:  $35,000 or $3,153/acre 
Total Value:  $81,300 or $7,324/acre 
Project Score:  5.87 out of 10 
REPA Score: 8.18 out of 10 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Overall Description: 

The 11.1-acre Lawyer property lies within the Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector 
(LOC) project.  It is located in southeast Alachua County, in the Cross Creek area and on the 
northeast shore of Orange Lake off of CR 325 (Map 1).  The property is composed of one tax 
parcel, owned and nominated by Mr. Tom Lawyer, who has indicated interest in a conservation 
easement on the property.   

The Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector (LOC) project scored 8.18 out of 9.44 on 
the Rapid Ecological Project Assessment (REPA) and is the second-highest ranked project to 
date.  The Lawyer property was not evaluated as part of the Alachua County Ecological 
Inventory Project (KBN Study).   

The natural communities on the property overall are in fair condition, and include basin 
marsh, upland mixed forest, mesic hammock, mesic flatwoods, and a small patch of baygall.  
Approximately 1,100 feet of Orange Lake shore line are included in this property, offering a 
spectacular view of the lake.  On approximately 39% of the property the understory has been 
significantly altered through mowing or clearing, especially on the southern half of the property.  
Mr. Lawyer, the owner, wishes to maintain the park like atmosphere of the property, with a 
mature tree canopy and an open understory, and to maintain the existing trails.  The Lawyer 
property is approximately one mile from Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area, and there is an 
active eagle nest on the property (AL028). 

The Lawyer property is within the Orange Creek Basin Surface Water Improvement and 
Management (SWIM) plan.  The SWIM designation calls for Water Management Districts to 
prioritize water bodies for protection and restoration, and to develop and implement plans and 
programs for the improvement and management of surface waters in cooperation with state and 
local governments.   
 Additionally, the Lawyer property is within the Cross Creek Special Area Study.  The 
purpose of this study is to establish general policies and development guidelines for future 
development in this area so that future land development is designed to place the environmental 
integrity of this area in the forefront of all development proposals. 

Orange Lake is both an Outstanding Florida Water and on the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s list of impaired water bodies.   
 
 
Natural Communities: 
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Marsh Lake     Excellent  
Basin Marsh     Excellent – Poor 
Mesic Hammock    Very Good – Poor 
Baygall     Good 
Mesic Flatwoods    Fair 
Upland Mixed Forest    Fair – Poor 
 
Other: 
Residence and yard area 
 
Key Species: 

The Lawyer property contains habitats that were deemed potentially significant for 
twenty-two animal species modeled by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC), including muskrat, spotted turtle, and short tailed snake.   

FWC 2002 data indicate 29 bald eagle nests within a 5-mile radius of the Lawyer 
property.  One bald eagle nest (AL028) is located on the Lawyer property; Mr. Lawyer informed 
staff that this nest is currently active.  He has observed 8 young eagles raised in this nest over the 
last 9 years.  FWC 2002 data reports this nest as active for 1998 through 2002.  The cluster of 
bald eagle nests around Orange, Newnan’s, and Lochloosa Lakes has been apparent for the last 
twenty years and is one of the densest populations in the state of Florida (personal 
communication Steve Nesbitt, FWC). 
 
Key Features: 

The Lawyer property is located on Orange Lake, and features approximately 1,100 feet of 
shore line.  The natural communities include basin marsh, upland mixed forest, mesic hammock, 
mesic flatwoods, and a small patch of baygall on the eastern property line.  The natural 
communities are in excellent to poor condition, and overall are fair quality.  An unpaved road 
(access to CR 325 for this and neighboring properties) crosses the northern side of the property; a 
small area of fire suppressed mesic flatwoods is located north of this road.  A driveway bisecting 
the property connects the Lawyer residence in the middle of the property to the unpaved access 
road.  Mr. Lawyer’s residence is surrounded by an open, park like yard area with a mature 
canopy and turf grass understory (approximately two acres).  On approximately 39% of the 
property the understory has been significantly altered through mowing or clearing, especially on 
the southern half of the property within the upland mixed forest and basin marsh communities. 

The basin marsh on the property, located along the shore line of Orange Lake, is in 
excellent to poor condition.  The areas in poor condition are located on the western side of the 
property, and have been significantly altered through mowing and clearing.  The mowed basin 
marsh is contiguous with the yard area surrounding the residence.  The basin marsh on the 
eastern part of the property is in excellent condition, featuring an assemblage of native grasses, 
aquatic plants, and shrubs.  This area grades into mesic hammock, and offers a spectacular view 
of Orange Lake. 

The mesic hammock is in very good to poor condition, with a canopy of cabbage palms 
and live oaks.  The understory in the poor areas has been disturbed or removed; the understory of 
the very good area on the eastern side of the property is dominated by Petiveria alliacea and 
ruderal vines and herbs.  The property owner has removed some of the weedy vines in this area. 

According to best available Lidar data, approximately 35% of the Lawyer property lies 
below the ordinary high water line for Orange Lake that the State of Florida has established 
through legal proceedings, and may therefore be subject to a Sovereign Submerged Lands claim. 
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Management: 
The owner wishes to maintain the park like atmosphere of the property, with a mature 

tree canopy and a turf grass understory, and also plans on opening up more of the upland mixed 
forest.  He indicated that he will maintain all trails on the property, and will possibly develop 
more trails.  The only exotic species staff observed on the property were turf grass and Caesar 
weed, but a regular monitoring and treatment program for additional invasive exotic species 
needs to be implemented. 

 
Recreation: 

As the owner has indicated an interest in a conservation easement, and intends to 
continue residing on the property, it is unlikely that recreational opportunities will be available 
on the site.  However, protection of this site would help preserve the scenic vista of the Orange 
Lake shore line for lake users.   
 
Parcel Data: 
Parcel      Acreage  Just Value  Total Value  
18354-037-006  11.1    $35,000  $81,300 
 

The total 2006 Alachua County Property Appraiser’s (ACPA) just or land value for the 
property is $35,000 or $3,153 per acre.  The total value (Just, Building, Miscellaneous) is 
$81,300 or $7,324 an acre.  These figures are for comparative purposes between nominated 
properties and are not necessarily an accurate reflection of the true cost of the property if 
acquired by the ACF program.  There is one building listed by ACPA on the property. 

Currently, this area is showing some development pressure associated with the town of 
Cross Creek.  Within approximately one mile of this site there are numerous small residential 
parcels and rural large-lot subdivisions.   

The parcel currently contains a small single family home.  The parcel potentially could be 
subdivided once, provided that both lots have buildable area.  The current Agricultural zoning 
and Exceptional Upland Habitat land use designation allows for 5-acre single family lots with a 
maximum building impact area of one acre.  Flood prone areas and wetlands associated with 
Orange Lake appear to significantly constrain additional development potential for the property.  
Orange Lake has an Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW) designation and County regulations 
require that an average buffer of 150 feet be maintained landward of the OFW.  The parcel has 
indirect access to CR 325.   

The development review is based on a limited desk-top review and relates to only the 
current Land Development Regulations, as well as policies in the updated 2002 Comprehensive 
Plan, which went into effect May 2005. 

 
Other: 

There are fourteen archeological sites within approximately one mile of the Lawyer 
property listed on the Florida Master Site File maintained by the Division of Historical 
Resources.  The owner, Mr. Lawyer, told staff that he has found many pottery shards and chips 
on his property.  During the site inspection staff found an artifact, possibly a stone tool in a 
fireline. 
 
Literature Cited: 
KBN, a Golder Associates Company. 1996. Alachua County Ecological Inventory Project. 

Prepared for Alachua County Department of Growth Management, Gainesville, Florida. 



CATEGORY Criterion

W
E

IG
H

T
IN

G

Enter Criteria Value 
Based on Site 

Inspection

Average 
Criteria 
Score 

Average Criteria 
Score Multiplied by 
Relative Importance

A.  Whether the property has geologic/hydrologic conditions that would easily enable contamination of vulnerable 
aquifers that have value as drinking water sources; 5
B.  Whether the property serves an important groundwater recharge function; 2
C.  Whether the property contains or has direct connections to lakes, creeks, rivers, springs, sinkholes, or wetlands 
for which conservation of the property will protect or improve surface water quality; 3
D.  Whether the property serves an important flood management function. 3
A.  Whether the property contains a diversity of natural communities; 3
B.  Whether the natural communities present on the property are rare; 2
C.  Whether there is ecological quality in the communities present on the property; 2
D.  Whether the property is functionally connected to other natural communities; 4
E.  Whether the property is adjacent to properties that are in public ownership or have other environmental 
protections such as conservation easements; 2
F.  Whether the property is large enough to contribute substantially to conservation efforts; 2
G.  Whether the property contains important, Florida-specific geologic features such as caves or springs; 2
H.  Whether the property is relatively free from internal fragmentation from roads, power lines, and other features 
that create barriers and edge effects. 1
A.  Whether the property serves as documented or potential habitat for rare, threatened, or endangered species or 
species of special concern; 4
B.  Whether the property serves as documented or potential habitat for species with large home ranges; 5
C.  Whether the property contains plants or animals that are endemic or near-endemic to Florida or Alachua 
County; 5
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D.  Whether the property serves as a special wildlife migration or aggregation site for activities such as breeding, 
roosting, colonial nesting, or over-wintering; 3
E.  Whether the property offers high vegetation quality and species diversity; 2
F.  Whether the property has low incidence of non-native invasive species. 4
A.  Whether the property offers opportunities for compatible resource-based recreation, if appropriate; 1
B.  Whether the property contributes to urban green space, provides a municipal defining greenbelt, provides 
scenic vistas, or has other value from an urban and regional planning perspective. 5
AVERAGE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN VALUES 3.00
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CRITERIA SET IN THE OVERALL SCORE 1.3333 4.00
A.  Whether it will be practical to manage the property to protect its environmental, social and other values 
(examples include controlled burning, exotics removal, maintaining hydro-period, and so on);

2
B.  Whether this management can be completed in a cost-effective manner. 5
A.  Whether there is potential for purchasing the property with matching funds from municipal, state, federal, or 
private contributions; 1
B.  Whether the overall resource values justifies the potential cost of acquisition; 4
C.  Whether there is imminent threat of losing the environmental, social or other values of the property through 
development and/or lack of sufficient legislative protections (this requires analysis of current land use, zoning, 
owner intent, location and 2
AVERAGE FOR ACQUISITION AND MANAGEMENT VALUES 2.80
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CRITERIA SET IN THE OVERALL SCORE 0.6667 1.87

TOTAL SCORE 5.87
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