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Project Score: 7.07  of 10.00 

Size: 170.04 acres 

Parcel Numbers: 17626-000-000  

17592-001-000 

S-T-R:  8-9S-21E 

Buildings: 0  

Just Value: $251,100 $1,476.71/ac 

Total: 

Just+bld+misc 

 

$251,100 

 

$1,476.71/ac 

Advertised 

Price: 

$599,000 $3,522.70/ac 

 

 

Natural Communities 

 

Condition 

Sandhill Fair to Good 

Upland Hardwood Forest Poor 

Bottomland Forest Fair to 

Excellent 

Blackwater Stream Excellent 

Other:   

Bald Eagle Nest (2008) 1 within 2 miles 

Archaeological Sites None within parcel, Hatchet 

Creek Cemetery within 

100 feet of parcel 

 

REPA Score:    7.36 of 9.44 Austin Cary Flatwoods Project 

KBN Score:   Ranked 15
th

 of 47 projects (Austin Cary Flatwoods) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Overall Description:  

 The 170.04 acre Dudding nomination consists of two parcels separated by the Hatchet 

Creek Tract of the Newnans Lake Conservation Area, that was jointly acquired through the 

Alachua County Forever bond and the St. John’s River Water Management District (SJRWMD) 

and managed by the SJRWMD.  It is located in eastern Alachua County east of Waldo Road 

approximately 1 mile northeast of Fairbanks.  The property shares 1.05 miles of boundary with 

the ACF Newnanas Lake Conservation Area, which is part of the larger matrix of already 

conserved lands that stretch south to Newnan’s Lake.  Additionally, the property contains 

approximately 0.6 miles of Hatchet Creek, a major tributary to Newnans Lake.  Acquisition of 

this property would not only contribute to the existing conservation lands in the Austin Cary 

Flatwoods project area, but would also contribute to maintaining and/or improving water quality 

in Hatchet Creek and the downstream Newnans Lake.  

 If acquired, the proposal is for the University of Florida to manage the property through 

Austin Cary Memorial Forest, along with the area of the Hatchet Creek Tract of Newnan’s Lake 

Conservation Area north of NE 69
th

 Avenue. 

Nearly half of the Dudding property (75 acres) contains excessively drained soils that 

historically would have supported sandhill vegetation.  On the Dudding tract, this sandhill 

vegetation is still present with abundant pine (longleaf, sand, slash, and loblolly) and upland oak 

(mostly turkey oak) dominating the well-drained soils.  With the exception of a foodplot, 

wiregrass can be found throughout the sandhill portion of the property.  While this desirable 

vegetation is present, the forest overstory is young with the majority of pines less than 30 feet 

tall, and the area has not been burned recently.  Also, a small portion of the sandhill in the 

southern corner of the property has been cut over and has become an undesirable upland 

hardwood site. 
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Moving downhill toward Hatchet Creek, the soils quickly become poorly drained and the 

natural community becomes a bottomland forest in the floodplain of the creek.  The quality of 

this bottomland forest varies throughout the property, but the majority of it witnessed during the 

site visit was of excellent quality.  The overstory consisted of mature, closed canopy bottomland 

hardwoods including swamp tupelo, bald cypress, red maple, and water oak.  The main channel 

of Hatchet Creek enters the property from the west through a culverted bridge, although many 

small braids of the creek flowed throughout the bottomland forest.   

While no active gopher tortoise burrows were observed, the excessively well-drained 

soils are excellent habitat for tortoises and it is likely that they occur here. 

Very few non-native plant species were observed on the property. The sole exception was 

the presence Japanese climbing fern along the roadway on the western side of the property.  

The site has limited recreation potential on its own, but could contribute to recreational 

opportunities in concert with adjacent public lands.  

Access to the site is off Waldo Road on NE 75
th

 Street, a private road.  Based on a GIS 

review there are two stretches of NE 75
th

 Street that must be traversed before accessing the larger 

project parcel. The first stretch of NE 75
th

 Street appears to be fully contained within the smaller 

project parcel that abuts Waldo Road, and the second stretch appears to be fully contained within 

the Hatchet Creek tract of the Newnan’s Lake Conservation Area.  NE 75
th

 Street is within the 

property boundary of the larger parcel for the first +/-1900 feet until it crosses over Hatchet 

Creek and then moves outside the property for about 500 feet and then back onto the property for 

another 700 feet after which it moves outside the property. This road not only provides access to 

the Dudding property, but also to four private residences surrounding the property.  It is unclear 

whether the residents have deeded access to this road.  The road is posted with a weight limit of 

2.5 tons and there is a bridge on this road over Hatchet Creek that would likely require repair.  

The development potential of the Dudding parcel is dependent on the ownership of the road. 

Other infrastructure of note on the parcel is a powerline running through the southwest 

corner of the property, a small hunting cabin in the sandhill north of the creek, and an old junk 

pile and trailer near the southwest corner of the property    

  

 

2 parcels:  17626-000-000, 167.44 acres 

  17592-001-000, 2.6 acres 

Future Land Use:   Rural/Ag 

Zoning:    Agriculture 

Unincorporated Alachua County YES 

Urban cluster:    NO 

Urban Service Area:   NO 

Strategic Ecosystems   146.49 acres  86.2% 

FEMA 100 Year Flood Plain  64.75 acres  38.1% 
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