



HOMEOWNER WATER USE

INTRODUCTION

Indoor water use is growing.  Some of the greatest water savings indoors is the use of water-efficient appliances, toilets and showerheads (FDEP, 2002). Maximizing the use of water saving or waterless fixtures can reduce indoor water use. Water leaks are one of the largest uses of indoor water, and detecting and eliminating these is a great way to conserve water. Creating and implementing water audit inspection programs and requiring upgrades of plumbing fixtures will conserve water (FDEP, 2002).  Expanding programs and providing incentives to replace inefficient home plumbing fixtures and appliances, adopting Florida Water Star standards for residential and commercial development in local codes, and expanding educational outreach campaigns can also improve indoor water conservation.
Alachua County Environmental Protection Department provides public outreach to citizens on ways they can conserve water at home and at their places of employment and is a funding partner of the St Johns River Water Management District Watershed Action Volunteers (WAV) Program.   WAV volunteers give presentations and use hands on models to educate children and adults on water conservation.
WATER CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITIES
A. Support the adoption of national standards for more water efficient clothes washers, dishwashers, and other plumbing devices. Creating standards would require manufactures to make more efficient products and would make efficient products readily available for citizens. (FDEP, 2002) 
B. Update the state plumbing code. The State should include efficiency standards for household appliances in the plumbing code and should update existing plumbing fixture standards to reflect current designs that allow for greater water use efficiency. (EOEAWR, 2006) 
C. Create programs to replace inefficient appliances and fixtures. Toilets account for about 25% and clothes washers for 22% of water used in homes. The replacement of high volume plumbing fixtures, such as showerheads and faucet aerators, and appliances with water efficient models (EPA WaterSenseSM, SJRWMD Water StarSM, or equivalent) has the potential for saving water. Incentives and rebates could be utilized. (FDEP, 2002)
D. Provide incentives for meeting Water StarSM standards. Meeting SJRWMD Water StarSM standards for certification will result in significant indoor and outdoor water savings. (SJRWMD, 2009)
E. Create tax incentives for the installation of water efficient appliances. The State should investigate opportunities to provide a sales tax exemption on the purchase of qualified water-efficient toilets, washing machines, and other appliances. (EOEAWR, 2006) 
F. Minimize/discourage the use of garbage disposals. Encourage consumers to reduce the use of sink garbage disposals to improve septic system function (where applicable) and save water. Divert compostable waste to a compost pile instead. Finished compost can then be added to the soil around the home or even spread thinly on the lawn to help boost its soil moisture retention capacity and reduce the need for watering. (EOEAWR, 2006)
G. Promote waterless plumbing fixtures. Communities, water suppliers, developers, and individuals wishing to go beyond current standards should consider installing waterless plumbing fixtures such as a composting toilet or a 3-ounce foam flush toilet, which can be flushed with only 6 ounces of a soapy solution (3 ounce pre-flush and 3-ounce post flush). State and municipal buildings should be used as demonstration sites for these technologies. (EOEAWR, 2006)
H. Require inefficient plumbing fixtures be retrofitted at time of home sale or when retrofits requiring a building permit are conducted. Requirements for low-volume plumbing fixtures in all new development and remodeling did not come into effect until 1994. Upgrading older fixtures to EPA WaterSenseSM, SJRWMD Florida Water StarSM, or comparable guidelines presents great saving opportunities. (FDEP, 2002) (SJRWMD,2009)
I. Create a water audit inspection program for the sale of new and existing homes. This would result in older homes eventually becoming more water efficient and would ensure new homes are built to achieve current water conservation levels. (FDEP, 2002)
J. Facilitate leak repair. Communities should create a list of plumbers that would be willing to fix a leak at a reasonable rate. This list should be provided to the public to encourage people to fix leaks that they might otherwise allow to run continuously. Governments and utilities should also consider rebate and incentive programs to further encourage the repair of wasteful leaks. Ordinances requiring the repair of leaks could also be adopted. (EOEAWR, 2006)
K. Encourage the use of non-potable water supplies for appropriate uses. This could include the use of cisterns and other rain collection devices. Collected rainwater could be used in clothes washing machines, for flushing toilets, and/or for outdoor uses. Gray water could also be used for some uses, such as flushing toilets. All uses would have to meet Building Codes and Health Department regulations. (FDEP, 2002)
L. Set a water budget.  Require citizens to meet or demonstrate steady progress toward meeting residential water use of 65 gallons per capita per day (gpcd,) including both indoor and outdoor use. (EOEAWR, 2006)
M. Publish Municipal water usage. Graph the community’s water usage and make the data publicly available, so the public can see their water conserving progress. (Austin)  
N. Require covers for swimming pools. Covering public and private pools when not in use prevents evaporative losses.  It will be necessary to make sure the covers are appropriate for the specific pools and that they do not create a safety hazard. (EOEAWR, 2006)
O. Prohibit the installation of residential swimming pools if access to a neighborhood pool within the subdivision exists. Pools not only require the initial water to fill them, but also require continual inputs due to evaporation, splash loss, and filter maintenance. Reducing the number of residential pools would also benefit water quality, as many homeowners erroneously discharge pool water to creeks and stormwater collection systems. 
P. Prohibit the use of potable water to wash any hard surface. Sidewalks, walkways, driveways, or parking areas should be swept unless flushing is needed to protect health and safety. (EOEAWR, 2006) (Los Angeles, 2009)
Q. Prohibit the use of potable water in fountains. Potable water cannot be used to clean, fill, augment, or maintain decorative fountains unless the water is part of a re-circulating system. (Los Angeles, 2009)
R. Limit the use of potable water for washing vehicles. Encourage more efficient use of water for washing vehicles.  Encourage the use of a bucket and sponge and only allow the use of a hose if it has a self closing shut off valve. Encourage use of the hose only for final rinses. Promote the use of professional car wash services which re-circulate the water. (EOEAWR, 2006) (Los Angeles, 2009)
S. Coordinate and expand public outreach programs. Utilize social marketing techniques to encourage water conserving behaviors. Form partnerships to strengthen messages and increase campaign budgets. (FDEP, 2002)
T. Require permits for all new potable wells. Require the installation of a meter for monitoring water consumption as part of the permit requirements. Permitting wells and accounting for their consumption will help in planning efforts.
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