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Ichetucknee Springs

É SW Columbia 

County

É 200,000+ Visitors 

Each Year

É 3.5 Mile River Run

É Permitted Bathing 

Place



Ichetucknee Springs Basin

É 300 mi 2 , mostly in 

Columbia County, 

also in Suwannee, 

Baker & Union
Counties

É Lakes, streams and 

sinkholes drain into 

conduits in limestone



Ichetucknee Trace

É Dry river bed once a 
connection between 
Alligator Lake in Lake 
City and the Current 
Ichetucknee River 
(shown in 1829 map)

É Defined as 75ô 
contour line 

É Partially filled during 
2004 hurricane 
season







Water Quality Degradation



Nutrient Input Sources-Ranked

(Mayer, 1995)

ÉCommercial/Residential Fertilizers

ÉAnimal Waste

ÉAtmospheric Deposition

ÉMunicipal Wastewater

ÉSludge

ÉOSTDS

ÉSeptage



Concerns With a Local OSTDS 

Springs Ordinance

É Is it supported by scientific 

evidence

ÉHow to Define Area (who is 

affected)

ÉWhat cost will be incurred by the 

public

ÉCost benefit justified

Trace vs. Basin

- Environmentally Sensitive Area

- Direct Influence to Groundwater

- Well Defined, contained within 

County



Questions To Health Department

ÉHow many existing OSTDS are 

there in the Ichetuknee Trace?

ÉHow old are these systems?

ÉHow many parcels of land exist?


