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A Florida-Friendly Landscape

is a quality landscape that
conserves water, protects the
environment, is adaptable to local

conditions, and is drought tolerant.

Florida Friendly Landscaping (FFL)
includes 9 general principles:
planting the right plant in the right
place, efficient watering, appropriate
fertilization, mulching, attraction of
wildlife, responsible management of
yard pests, recycling of yard waste,
reduction of stormwater runoff, and
waterfront protection.

Why was the FFL
code adopted?

® Encourages landscapes that limit
the need for irrigation, fertilizers,
pesticides, and herbicides.

e Allows Alachua County to enforce
the State’s Florida Friendly
Landscaping legislation.

e Contact the Alachua County
Environmental Protection Department
(ACEPD) for assistance in resolution.
(352) 264-6800

e ACEPD will communicate with the
homeowner and HOA to ensure both
parties understand the code and that
applicable HOA landscaping rules have
been followed.

e Work with the HOA Landscape Review
Committee/ Board when planning to
convert to Florida Friendly Landscaping.

® Provide a sketch or other documents that

e ACEPD will refer cases to the Alachua detail your plans if required by your HOA.

County Extension Office to schedule

an educational site visit if needed. e Reach an agreement with your HOAon a

landscape plan prior to making changes.

e [f there is still not a resolution, ACEPD
will hire an independent expert (FFL
Certified Professional) to conduct a site
visit and provide an expert opinion.

e Maintain your new landscape per your
HOA requirements. of

HOA Responsibilities

Homeowners associations ensure
the collective interests and rights of
homeowners are protected. They also
serve to protect property values within
the neighborhood they represent.
HOAs must:

e |f the expert determines the landscaping

required by the HOA is not FFL and the
homeowner is being prohibited from
implementing FFL, ACEPD may issue a
citation to the HOA or take the case to a
hearing with the Special Magistrate.

e Work with homeowners to permit FFL that
adheres to requirements agreed upon by
the association to maintain acceptable
aesthetics.

% o An HOA may not require residents to
violate county irrigation or fertilizer
restrictions.






